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Solar Energy
Solar energy is a form of energy produced by the sun in two main forms namely the light and heat. Currently, solar energy is one of the mainly relied source and readily available most of the times. On the other hand, solar energy is one of the non-conventional sources of energy since despite the fact that it is readily available it does not belong to any single individual. Solar energy is an interesting source of energy since it can either be converted to electricity or also be converted into heat energy. The literature will cover ways of harnessing solar energy, classification of solar energy and how indeed solar energy is an energy saving source.
Ways to Harness Solar Energy
Currently, there are two main ways to harness solar energy. One of the ways is through the production of electricity. By use of solar cells, it becomes easier to convert the energy into electricity. According to Wild et al. (2015), the solar cells also known as photovoltaic devices are able to convert sun energy into electricity since they contain special materials known as semiconductors. The electrons stimulated by the solar rays in the semiconductors are allowed to travel in an electric circuit sending power to the grid.
The other way of harnessing solar energy is through the use of solar collector devices (Borges et al., 2016). The harnessed heat as a result of absorbing the sun rays is used for various purposes for both industrial and home use. For example, in homes, the solar hot panels are used to heat water for hot tubs, water heaters and swimming pools. In the case of solar power plants, the collectors are used to produce electricity where a liquid is heated to turn a given turbine at the same time connecting the turbine to a generator. Such cases are normally used in residential building to serve the purpose of space heating.
Classification of Solar Energy
Consequently, depending on how solar energy is utilized and captured, it can be classified as passive or active. Active solar energy involves converting solar energy to heat energy with the use of mechanical equipment while passive all entails the same process but now with the absence of mechanical equipment (Wild et al., 2015).
[bookmark: _GoBack]How Solar Energy is an Energy Saving Source
Solar energy is truly an energy saving source since it available planet-wide. There is no place on earth where sun rays are not available and thus anybody can utilize the same to produce energy to use at home for free of charge. Secondly, solar energy adds up to sustainable development where economies are able to thrive with low production costs. In addition, solar energy is a renewable energy source and this means it can never be exhausted when compared to other energy sources such as coal. According to Borges et al. (2016), consequently, solar energy is a fee polluting energy source and this helps to fight against the issue of global warming and climate change. Thus, in one way or another, it helps the world to save on investing in actions to solve global warming and such efforts are directed towards something else which is productive economically. Finally, solar energy reduces the dependency on other countries for energy and therefore at the end of the day an economy is able to generate local wealth.
In summation, it is evident that solar energy is an energy saving source and thus should be appraised no matter what. Having looked at how solar energy is converted to electricity brings in the limelight that indeed it is a cheap and affordable source of energy to many people. For that reason, all stakeholders need to join hands in harnessing solar energy for a better and healthy world to live in.
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